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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study individual land ownership of farmers in Huai Pong Village,
2) examine the suitability of land use practices, and 3) identify appropriate land-use management
approaches based on the area’s potential. The study employed a purposive sampling method with 142
participants from Huai Pong Village. Data were collected through interviews, focus group discussions,
and spatial analysis using Geographic Information Systems (GIS). The data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, including mean, percentage, and content analysis.

The results revealed that the community is located within the Sam Muen National
Reserved Forest, which is considered an important watershed area, covering a total area of 6,951.93 rai.
Land use in the area consists of agricultural land, forest areas, residential areas, other land-use areas,
and water resources, with agricultural land accounting for the largest proportion. An assessment of
land-use suitability based on watershed classification indicated that 54.15% of the land use was
unsuitable, particularly in Class 1A and Class 2 watershed areas, where field crop cultivation was
predominant.

Therefore, the community has developed guidelines for forest conservation and watershed
restoration alongside promoting integrated farming systems. The community also encourages the
cultivation ofeconomically suitable crops and the transfer of agricultural knowledge to enhance food

security and support sustainable community development.

Keywords: Land Use, Participation, Ban Huai Pong
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